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Qing Hai Post earthquake Project-Physiotherapist
Context

On April 14th an earthquake of a 7.1 magnitude took place in Autonomous Prefecture of Yushu in the province of Qinghai in China. The epicenter of the earthquake is about 50 km west of Gyegu Township (100,000 inhabitants), the government seat of the Yushu Prefecture, and about 800 km away from Xining, the provincial capital. The prefecture, covering 267,000 square kilometers and with an average altitude of 4,000 meters, has a population of more than 252,700 people, 97 percent of whom are Tibetans. It is a very isolated and poor area of China. 

Description of the programme and the project
Two weeks after the earthquake, it is estimated that more than 2,200 people have died from the earthquake and that more than 12,000 have been injured, with at least 1,400 being seriously injured
. 85% of the houses of the prefecture have been destroyed and most people are now living in tents. Temporary camps are being built. . 

Handicap International (HI) has been working in China for more than 12 years and has been very active in providing relief and rehabilitation support following the Sichuan earthquake in May 2008. Directly after having heard about the earthquake in Yushu and following its experience in Sichuan, HI sent two assessment teams and emergency materials to Yushu and Xining. 

According to the first assessment, 1,662 casualties have been transferred to hospitals in Xining (capital city of Qinghai province) and 614 have been transferred to provincial hospitals of neighboring provinces/regions of Sichuan
, Gansu and Tibet. The victims who remain in Yushu are light casualties. The majority of them suffer from complex fractures; traumatic brain injuries and a lower number suffer from spinal cord injuries. The victims transferred to provincial hospitals should stay there one month and then be transferred back to Yushu. In terms of emergency relief (tents, water and sanitation, food, basic infrastructure…), the Chinese Government has deployed important financial and human resources means in Yushu and there is therefore no need for support from HI on this. 

Following this first assessment and following experience of HI in Sichuan and other earthquake areas, it is obvious that physical rehabilitation support will be needed following the emergency medical intervention. Providing appropriate rehabilitation immediately following surgery minimizes complications, and the chances of permanent disability are reduced. There are currently no rehabilitation experts in Yushu and rehabilitation expertise in Xining hospitals is mainly directed at passive rehabilitation with early and active rehabilitation at a basic level only. 

The intervention of HI will take place in two steps: 

· Provide active rehabilitation treatment, training and equipment in 2 hospitals in Xining (Qinghai People’s Provincial Hospital and Qinghai University Affilited hospital). This phase will last 2 months. 

· Provide active rehabilitation treatments to victims as well as training and equipments to doctors, nurses, and township and village doctors in Yushu prefecture to ensure an adequate follow-up of the victims when they are transferred back to Yueshu from provincial hospitals. This phase will last for 1 year. 

HI will also use its existing projects in Tibet and Sichuan (two neighboring provinces/regions of Qinghai) to provide necessary support and referral. 
It is in this context that a PT Expert is needed.
Responsibilities

As the PT to the emergency project, he/she is a flexible person and is aware that the tasks described below are informative and that other tasks may be requested by the Country Director.

Responsibility 1: Provide PT training to local nurses and doctors following already defined HI PT protocols;

Responsibility 2: Provide direct care to the most seriously injured casualties;

Responsibility 3: Oversee the rehab work done by the 2 Tibetan PTs 
Responsibility 4: Provide insights to HI Country Director on next steps of the project in Xining 

Profile required for the job

HI welcomes applications from disabled people. 

Knowledge

· Degree in Physio or occupational therapy
· Excellent knowledge of English (Chinese is a strong asset)

Skills

· Minimum of 3 years professional experience in management of rehabilitation projects in middle income countries 
· Experience in needs’ assessment 

· Negotiation and diplomacy skills

· Skills in training, transfer of competencies and advisory tasks

· Experience in working in post-emergency situation

· Ability to work with a minimum direction

· Computer literate (Word, Excel, Power Point)

Personal qualities

· Psychologically strong
· Capacity to adapt to different cultural contexts, especially to adapt his/her communication style (avoid direct style of communication)

· Calm and well tempered character, patient

· Political and strategic ability; strong sense of diplomacy and negotiation

· Capacity to work under the guidance of a partner

· To adhere to Handicap International’s vision: a world in which all forms of disabilities can be prevented, cared for or integrated, and in which the rights of people with disabilities are respected and applied. 

Submission requests
Handicap International invites experts to express their interest through submission of a current Curricula Vitae and a cover letter in English. 
Please send your application to the following e-mail address: Helen GAO: hr@handicap-int.org.cn
� This is according to official figures, but figures obtained by HI show that more than 2,000 serious casualties have been transferred to hospitals outside of Yushu 


� Huaxi hospital with which HI collaborated in 2008 following the Sichuan earthquake
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