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HKPA Declaration: Physiotherapy Certificate Course

It has been brought to our attention that certain organization is starting a course with a title
including the term “Physiotherapy Certificate”. The Hong Kong Physiotherapy Association
(HKPA) would like to express our concerns on the use of such term in the course title,
because the public may easily misunderstand that the completion of such course would
make one eligible to become a physiotherapist in Hong Kong.

Physiotherapy is a regulated profession in Hong Kong. Only those who are registered with
the Physiotherapists Board are allowed to practice physiotherapy in Hong Kong. For new
local applicants, only those who hold a Bachelor of Science degree in Physiotherapy
awarded by the Hong Kong Polytechnic University or other Bachelor degree in
physiotherapy programs accredited by the Physiotherapists Board are eligible for
registration in Hong Kong.

Completion of the “Physiotherapy Certificate Course” or other sub-degree courses bearing a
similar term above certainly does not meet the eligibility criteria for registration with the
Physiotherapists Board. HKPA strongly urges avoidance of using the term “Physiotherapy
Certificate” in the course title. To prevent confusion among the public, it would be more
appropriate to use the term “Physiotherapy Assistant” in the course title.

Prof Marco Pang

President, HKPA
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