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THE ROLE OF PHYSIOTHERAPISTS IN HUMANITARIAN EMERGENCIES

OVERVIEW

This webinar offers us a chance to engage with international physiotherapists working on the
frontlines of recent humanitarian emergencies in 2025. Today, increasingly, international
organizations are calling for physiotherapists to join their emergency response teams at the
earliest stages as well as during recovery and community support stages, as stated in WHO
minimum standards for Emergency Medical Teams.

Are you interested in contributing at times of emergency? What must we know and what problems we
will face? Are there ethical dilemmas? What equipment should we take? What about safety?

DATE & TIME
8 September 2025 (Monday)

| 7:00 PM — 9:00 PM (HK TIME)

PLATFORM

JAY N};\&AYAN YADAV Online Zoom

DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION
25 Aug 2025

FEES

Free

TARGET PARTICIPANTS
Physiotherapists and Physiotherapist Students

CPD CODE & POINTS (HK REGISTERED PTS)

AC1250838(2 points)
LANGUAGE FEEGISTRE:I)N
English e

ONLINE LINK FOR REGISTRATION

; https:/forms.gle/ohRCn6B4gms8PMnj8
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FOR INQUIRIES, PLEASE CONTACT
Ms. Sheila Purves: sheila.purves@rehabsociety.org.hk

Ms. Lavinia Wong: laviniawong@twec.edu.hk
Ms. Charis Pang: pangcharisO6@gmail.com


https://forms.gle/ohRCn6B4gms8PMnj8

Peter SKELTON

Physiotherapist
Rehabilitation in Emergencies Focal Point
World Health Organization

Pete Skelton is a physiotherapist and Rehabilitation in Emergencies focal
point for the World Health Organisation (WHO).

He previously worked as rehabilitation lead of the UK Government’s
Emergency Medical Team and as humanitarian advisor for a number of
different international organisations. He has been working in emergencies
since 2010 and has led or coordinated responses to conflicts,
earthquakes, cyclones, outbreaks and a variety of refugee responses.

Terry WILSON

Physiotherapist Delegate - Emergency Response
Unit, Canadian Red Cross

Terry has extensive experience in pediatrics, specializing in working with
children with disabilities. After completing a Master of Science in Global
Health in 2022, she transitioned toward the humanitarian sector,
bringing clinical expertise to crisis and conflict settings.

She has deployed with Humanity & Inclusion to Ukraine and serves as a
trainer for their program supporting children with severe acute
malnutrition —delivering training in Somaliland, Yemen, and Afghanistan.
In addition, Terry is an Emergency Response Unit Physiotherapist
delegate with the Canadian Red Cross. In her delegate role, she has been
seconded to the IFRC for deployment to Ukraine, and most recently, was
seconded to the ICRC for deployment to Gaza where she worked in the
Rafah Field Hospital. Her work is driven by a strong commitment to
disability inclusion and quality emergency rehabilitation in humanitarian
contexts.

FONG Tsz Ning, Elaine

Senior Programme Coordinator
(Emergency Health), International and Relief Service, HKRC

Elaine is senior programme coordinator for overseas emergency health
services in Hong Kong Red Cross (HKRC). She was trained as a public
health professional.

Elaine coordinates HKRC responses on resources and surge personnel
mobilizations in major emergency operations which includes
earthquakes, floods, Ebola, typhoon etc.

Over the past years, Elaine was deployed by HKRC and International
Red Cross (IFRC) to respond in different emergency operations
including China floods, Bangladesh Cox Bazar Population Movement
2018, Turkiye Earthquake 2023, Herat Earthquake in Afghanistan 2023,
and most recently to support Myanmar Earthquake 2025.




Jay Narayan YADAV (PT)

Regional Rehabilitation Specialist
Humanity & Inclusion  South East Asia Program

Jay is a physical therapist from Nepal with over 16 years of experience
in physical rehabilitation, specializing in emergency and development
settings. He currently focuses on rehabilitation service delivery,
capacity building, health system strengthening, and strategic program
support.

Jay played a key role during the 2015 Nepal earthquake by leading
teams that provided emergency rehabilitation and assistive devices, for

both immediate and long-term care.

In May, Jay led the rehabilitation response, to the Myanmar earthquake,
conducting rapid assessments, deploying teams, and enhancing local
capacity. As chair of Myanmar’s functional rehabilitation working group,
he coordinates efforts among health cluster members and disability
inclusion task forces.

Jay contributes to technical committees such as WHO, on rehab
standards and quality. His experience includes conflict zones like Yemen,
chronic crises in North Korea, and development work in Thailand focused
on training rehabilitation staff for injury and disability management.

Erica BLEAKLEY

Occupational Therapist
Currently, seconded to the Emergency Medical Team
secretariat, WHO, Geneva

Erica is an Occupational Therapist with clinical experience and post-
graduate qualifications in burn and trauma rehabilitation and public
health.

Previously, Erica was the Allied Health & Rehabilitation Coordinator at
the National Critical Care and Trauma Response Centre, Australia and
was responsible for the development and coordination of the Australian
Medical Assistance Team’s (AUSMAT) rehabilitation capability.

Erica’s professional experience includes over 10 years at the Royal
Darwin Hospital, multiple health emergency response deployments with
AUSMAT, including to Papua New Guinea, Fiji, Timor-Leste, Solomon
Islands, Vanuatu and Myanmar, and humanitarian missions to Yemen
and Ukraine with international NGO, Humanity and Inclusion.
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