
Course Fact Sheet

Pharmacology in Rehabilitation

Recorded Course Hours:  15 hrs 40 minCourse Description:

The purpose of this course is to provide a general understanding of the primary drug classes 
and the physiologic basis of their action. Drugs will be grouped according to their general 
effects and the type of disorders they are routinely used to treat. Special emphasis will be 
placed on drugs that are commonly used to treat people receiving physical therapy. This 
course will likewise address how drug therapy interacts with physical therapy, and how drugs 
can exert beneficial effects as well as adverse side effects that impact on rehabilitation.

Instructor(s):
Charles Ciccone, PT, PhD, FAPTA 
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Course Resources:

Delivery Method

	• Outline including description, overall 
learning objectives, and segment level 
order, objectives, and length of time

	• Assessment exam questions or 
activities

	• Instructional design activities 
	• Transcripts

Lectures are asynchronous and delivered 
through the Rehab Essentials online 
learning management system (LMS). 
Students can move through the course 
at a pace that best meets of your faculty. 
Each Part/Segment will have knowledge 
checks embedded to support students 
self assessment in relation to the learning 
objectives for the segment.
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2024 REVISED CAPTE Standards and Required Elements Mapping

Course Learning Objectives CAPTE 
Standard(s)

Plan physical therapy treatments in accordance with the patient's drug regimen in order to maximize 
the benefits of physical rehabilitation.

7A, 7D6, 
7D10A, 
7D10B, 
7D10C, 
7D10D, 
7D10F, 
7D10H

Minimize potentially harmful interactions between physical therapy interventions and specific drug 
treatments.

7A, 7D6, 
7D10A, 
7D10B, 
7D10C, 
7D10D, 
7D10F, 
7D10H

Categorize the primary drugs that are used therapeutically to treat specific problems in the body. 7A
Explain the physiological mechanisms by which individual drugs affect the different organ systems 
in the body.

7A

Differentiate the ways that pharmacological agents are administered, absorbed, distributed, and 
stored in the human body.

7A

Distinguish the normal mechanisms of drug metabolism and excretion from the human body. 7A
Identify basic problems that can arise from improper drug use and abnormalities in drug 
administration and metabolism.

7A
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